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Clinicians commissioning healthcare 
for the people of Northumberland 

Members of the Governing Body are asked to:  
 
1. Receive and note the content of the Chief Clinical Officer and Chief Operating Officer 

report 

 

Health and Wellbeing board  
 
The May meeting of the health and wellbeing board received a comprehensive briefing about 
e-cigarettes and their potential impact on reducing smoking prevalence.  The full report is 
available on our website for information. 
 
Children’s safeguarding 
 
The Northumberland Safeguarding Children Board has published its serious case review 
findings regarding ‘baby Eve’.  This publication and the associated actions of the health 
system, including the CCG, are on the agenda today.  It is essential that we all learn the 
lessons of this tragic case.  The full report is available on our website 
http://www.northumberlandccg.nhs.uk/news-and-media/publications/.  The actions identified in 
the report have been implemented (most in full) already.   

 
Northumbria Specialist Emergency Care Hospital  
 
The new hospital opens in Cramlington on 16 June 2015.  The hospital will treat seriously ill or 
injured people from across Northumberland and North Tyneside.  Most patients will arrive by 
emergency blue light ambulance or emergency GP admission.  Children will be seen in a short 
stay unit between 8 am and 11pm; outside this time, the ambulance service and out of hours 
doctors will use ‘bypass’ protocols to ensure children are taken to the Great North Children’s 
Hospital in Newcastle.   
 
From 16 June, changes will take place in emergency care at the trusts general hospitals in 
Hexham, North Tyneside and Wansbeck – which will provide services for less serious 
conditions.  
 
The trust has launched a very comprehensive communications programme to ensure patients 
are aware of the new services and can navigate them appropriately.  
 
 

http://www.northumberlandccg.nhs.uk/news-and-media/publications/
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Primary and Acute Care System  
 
Northumberland has been identified as a ‘vanguard’ PACS site and the CCG is currently 
undertaking a number of pieces of work to secure a comprehensive development and 
implementation plan.  This will be the subject of a detailed governing body report in October.    
 
NHS England assurance  
 
We continue to meet with NHS England monthly in order to provide assurance about our 
financial recovery plan. The meetings continue to be positive and NHS England has been very 
supportive of our plans to address our underlying financial position.  It is essential that we 
deliver our cost improvement plans this year, which equate to £7m in savings to be achieved 
this year.  
 
Better Care Fund  
 
We have still not finalised the risk share arrangements that could underpin the Better Care 
Fund reductions in emergency spend.  The risk share is not a requirement of the national 
Better Care Fund programme, but is being locally negotiated to soften the impact of the shift in 
activity, whether it materialises or not, between health providers and social care.  
 
Irrespective of the risk sharing, we must deliver savings in line with the better care fund’s 
expectations; the care homes programme is progressing well with a number of concrete 
actions now completed.  The Health and Well Being Board has commented positively on the 
work of the care homes group in recent months and we look forward to seeing the impact of 
that work in non-elective reductions over the coming months.   Locality engagement in the 
programme is the critical success factor and we need to make sure we keep the care homes 
work high on each and every agenda.  
 
Ambulance response times  
 
We continue to experience pressures in the ambulance service response times, although the 
latest figures for Northumberland show a marked improvement in response rates.  
 
During May, the CCG met with representatives from the ambulance service and Northumbria 
healthcare to discuss rural transport arrangements.  We agreed a series of actions to help 
reduce the number of journeys made to Wansbeck hospital, in order to keep ambulances in the 
rural parts of Northumberland and therefore reduce response times.  We will be meeting again 
in June, having set out expectations that all actions will be completed by that point.  
 
 

 

 


