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Clinicians commissioning healthcare 
for the people of Northumberland 

Members of the Governing Body are asked to:  
 
1. Receive and note the content of the Chief Clinical Officer and Chief Operating Officer 

report 

 

Primary and Acute Care System 
 
Northumberland has been named as one of only nine areas in the country to be in the 
vanguard of a new model of care.  Bringing primary, community and acute services together, 
along with social care, mental health and ambulance provision, the PACS will have an 
overarching objective to improve patient care by integrating services around the needs of 
patients. 
 
We have yet to receive confirmation of the funding associated with the vanguard programme.  
The new model of care will require significant development of all services – ranging from 
primary care working at scale to bringing acute and community provision together into a more 
integrated way of working.  Both developments are precursors to creating the new model of 
care. 
 
Staffing update  
 
Our sickness levels within the management team have reduced considerably in the last month 
or so, with the return to work of four members of the team.   
 
We have appointed Annie Topping as our Director with responsibilities for Quality.  Annie will 
hopefully join us in May, from her current post as Chief Executive of Health Watch in Suffolk.  
 
Stephen Young will be joining as Strategic Head of Corporate Affairs. 
 
NHS England developments  
 
Organisational developments within NHS England have implications for the CCG and the main 
headlines are: 
 

 We have received a letter informing of the joint commissioning of primary care, to begin in 

April 2015. 
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Clinicians commissioning healthcare 
for the people of Northumberland 

 The new regime in NHS England has increase the focus of assurance onto financial 

recovery and we are being required to develop a financial recovery plan.  We continue to 

maintain our position that our three year financial plan (we are entering its third year now) 

remains our recovery plan.  

 

Dementia 

Dementia diagnosis rates remain a high priority for the CCG.  The latest figures had a 
diagnosis rate of 61%.  We have confirmed we are on target to reach the 67% rate by March 
2015.  
 
 
 


